
Chapter 5- Mark



The Author
“Mark”
Refers to John Mark, the companion of Paul, 

Barnabas, and Peter (book of acts)
Church father Papias testifies that Mark 

accurately wrote down Peter’s account of Jesus 
Christ (200AD)
Church fathers Irenaeus, Clement of 

Alexandria, Origen, and Jerome also support 
authorship by Mark due to his association with 
Peter.



The Date
First written Gospel
The statement in Luke that he used other resources (Luke 1:1-4)
The shortness of Mark
Difficult statements in Mark either omitted or rephrased in Matthew 

and Luke

AD 45-60
In Mark 13:14 the destruction of Jerusalem and the temple are still 

future
Since Luke wrote Acts and it ends without the verdict of Paul’s trial, 

the book of Mark must be written before Acts (AD 63) and before the 
book of Luke (AD 61)

Hence, the decade of the 50’s AD is most likely



The Audience
Gentile Audience
Jewish customs are explained (7:3-4, the ritual of washing hands)
Aramaic phrases translated into Greek
Eloi, eloi… Jesus’ cry from the cross

Roman Audience
Latin terms are used (used in Rome)
Legion (5:9)
Denarius (12:15)

1 Peter 5:13 puts Mark in Rome with Peter
Rufus (15:21) is mentioned as a resident in Rome (Romans 16:13)
Church tradition is uniform
Papias said that Mark was Peter’s recorder of narratives about 

Jesus
Peter was martyred in Rome



The Style
Mostly action rather than teaching (an action 

adventure movie)
Frequent use of the adverb “immediately” (40 

times)
One-Fourth of Mark’s gospel is about the Passion 

week
Martin Kahler said that Mark “is a passion 

narrative with an extended introduction”
Peter must have often talked about Jesus’ last 

days



The Style
 “Gospel”
The Greek word evangel means “good news” Mark 1:1
In the Roman world, this term was used of the oral reports given to 

announce the new emperor had taken the throne
In Isaiah 40:1-3 there is the proclamation of a messenger of joy who 

is sent to announce the time of salvation… Mark 1:2-5
Gospel is not a genre category, Mark is probably written in Greco-

Roman biography form

“of”
Not the gospel of Mark, as in about Mark
Gospel according to Mark
Needed because other Gospel stories were circulating



Recurring Themes
The Scandal of the Crucifixion 

(to alleviate the shame of His death)
The weaknesses of the disciples
The resistance and persecution by the authorities
The cost of discipleship
The authority of Jesus
The title “Son of God” 



The Purpose
In spite of the scandal of the 

cross, the weakness of the 
disciples, the persecution by the 
authorities , believers should 
take up their cross and follow 
the powerful and authoritative 
Son of God.



The Outline

Introduction (1:1-13)
In Galilee mostly (1:14-9:50)
Toward Jerusalem (10)
In and around Jerusalem (11-16)



Noteworthy Passages

Mark 10:45 “Servant and 
Ransom for many”

Mark 15:39 “Confession of the 
Centurion”
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